I have fully disctissed your questions withGopababu.
Nevertheless I am answering all your important
questions in Harijan^ Herewith is an advance copy.
The answers should not be published before they
appear in Harijan.
I have shared your letter with Asha, Mahadev and
Kishorlal. Your power of description is of a high
order. It makes your letters delightful reading.
From my answers you will see that I want to
hasten slowly. I do not want to precipitate matters.
Our steps must be firm but gradual so that people
may understand them so far as it is possible. A time
must come when the thing may become beyond control.
We may not purposely let it go out of control.
Is this clear ?
Love,
Bapu
[The following report, which I sent to Bapa, I am
reproducing in full, as it explains exactly the situation
which was facing us in Orissa at that time, and makes
clear the full meaning of Bapu's replies to my questions
which he gives in the next letter: ]
QUESTION OF INVASION AND OCCUPATION BY
THE JAPANESE
We may take it that the Japanese will land
somewhere along the Orissa coast. Probably there
will be no bombing or firing at the time of landing,
as there are no defence measures on the coast. From
the coast they will advance rapidly across the flat dry
rice fields, where the only obstructions are rivers
and ditches, now mostly dry and nowhere unfordable.
As far as we are able to make out there will be no
serious attempt to hold the Japanese advance until
355